Bible Study: Ephesians 2

Introduction: Ephesians 2 is a powerful chapter in which Paul reflects on the transformation of
believers from spiritual death to life in Christ. It emphasizes God's grace, the unity of Jews and
Gentiles in Christ, and the new identity that believers have in Jesus. This chapter highlights
God's sovereign work of salvation and calls Christians to live in accordance with their new

identity.

Theological Points:

1. Spiritual Death and God's Mercy (Ephesians 2:1-10):

o

Key Theme: The chapter begins by reminding believers of their past condition—
dead in their sins and trespasses (v. 1). Paul emphasizes that all human beings,
apart from God, are spiritually dead, trapped in sin.

God’s Mercy and Grace: Despite humanity’s brokenness, God’s mercy makes
salvation possible (v. 4). It is by grace alone that believers are saved, not by works
(v. 8-9).

Resurrection Power: The same power that raised Christ from the dead (v. 6) is at
work in believers, empowering them for new life.

Important Greek Word: "Zwonoiéw" (zoopoieo) — “to make alive” (v. 5),
conveys the idea of bringing someone to life, spiritually and eternally. It’s a

transformation from death to life that is entirely the work of God.

2. Unity of Jews and Gentiles (Ephesians 2:11-22):

o

o

o

Reconciliation in Christ: Paul stresses that both Jews and Gentiles are now

reconciled to God through Jesus Christ (vv. 13-16). The dividing wall of hostility
has been broken down, symbolizing the end of the separation between them (v.

14).

Important Greek Word: "Arokataileéic” (apokatallaxis) — “reconciliation” (v. 16).
This word conveys the idea of restoring harmony between two estranged parties.
Christ's death achieved peace between humanity and God, and between groups who
were once divided.

The Church as God’s Temple: The church is now the dwelling place of God,

built together on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ as the

cornerstone (vv. 19-22).



3. The Role of Faith in Salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9):
o Salvation is a gift from God, not the result of human effort (v. 8). It is through
faith in Christ that one receives salvation, and even faith itself is a gift from God.
o Important Greek Word: "ITiotic"” (pistis) — “faith” (v. 8), which is the means by

which a believer receives God’s grace. It’s not based on human works or merit.

Key Greek Verbs and Words:

1. "Eyeipo" (egeiro) — "to raise™ (v. 6): Refers to being raised with Christ. This verb
emphasizes the new life that Christians experience, made possible by Christ’s
resurrection.

2. "Koatopyéo" (katargeo) — "o abolish™ (v. 15): Refers to the abolition of the law that
created enmity between Jews and Gentiles. Through Christ, the old system is rendered
ineffective.

3. "Xopgurio" (sumphileo) — "to reconcile™ (v. 16): Refers to bringing together what was
once separated, particularly between God and humanity, and between different groups of
people.

Application for the Modern-Day Christian:

1. From Death to Life: As believers, we are no longer spiritually dead but have been made
alive in Christ. This should change the way we view ourselves and the way we live. We
are no longer slaves to sin, but have been given a new identity and purpose in Christ (v.
6).

2. Grace Over Works: Salvation is not based on our efforts or righteousness but is a gift of
grace. This reminds us that we cannot boast in our good deeds but must humbly rely on
God’s grace in our lives (vv. 8-9).

3. Unity in the Body of Christ: The church is called to be a place of unity, breaking down
barriers of race, social status, and cultural differences. We are all one in Christ. As
modern-day Christians, this has implications for how we interact with others—especially
when differences arise in our communities (vv. 14-18).

4. Living as God’s Temple: The Christian community is now God’s temple, where His
Spirit dwells. This should call us to holiness, unity, and a commitment to fostering an

environment where God's presence is honored (vv. 19-22).



Study Questions for Discussion:

1. Personal Reflection: Ephesians 2:1-3 describes the condition of being "dead in
trespasses and sins.” How does this description resonate with your life before coming to
Christ? What does it mean for you to be made alive in Christ?

2. The Role of Grace: Paul says in verses 8-9 that salvation is a gift of God, not of works.
How does this truth impact your understanding of your relationship with God? Do you
ever struggle with the idea that salvation is based solely on grace and not on your
performance?

3. Unity in Christ: In verses 14-16, Paul writes about the breaking down of the "dividing
wall of hostility" between Jews and Gentiles. What do you think are some "walls™ that
exist between different groups of people in the church today? How can we as a body of
believers break down these walls?

4. Living as God’s Temple: According to verses 19-22, the church is God’s temple, and
believers are part of a spiritual building. How should this affect the way we view the
local church and our role within it? How can we contribute to building up the body of
Christ?

5. Practical Application: In what areas of your life do you need to live out the truth of
Ephesians 2 more fully? Is there a specific aspect of grace, unity, or your new identity in

Christ that you need to embrace more deeply?

Conclusion: Ephesians 2 challenges us to reflect on the transformation that has occurred in our
lives through God’s grace and to live out our new identity in Christ. It calls us to embrace unity
within the body of Christ and to live as a temple of the Holy Spirit. As modern-day Christians,
we are reminded that salvation is by grace alone, and we are called to reflect that grace in how

we live and interact with others.
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